[Malignant schwannoma of acoustic nerve: a case report].
During a routine physical examination in 1976, a 54-year-old man was noted to suffer from hearing difficulty and continuing tinnitus of his right ear. He had, however, no further consultations for the next five years, although the symptom persisted and gradually worsened. In May 1981, he experienced complete hearing loss in his right ear. A computed tomography disclosed no abnormalities, and other laboratory tests were unremarkable. In September 1981, the patient began to complain of paresthesia of the right angle of the mouth and tongue, right-sided facial paralysis, and walking difficulty. A repeated computed tomography showed a tumor at the right cerebellopontine angle region. A clinical diagnosis of acoustic schwannoma was made. The first operation was performed in December 1981. Complete removal of the tumor was impossible because of its unexpected, unusual hardness. The pathologic diagnosis was a malignant mesenchymal tumor, compatible with a malignant nerve sheath tumor of the acoustic nerve. A second operation was performed in January 1982, but the rapid postoperative regrowth of the tumor necessitated a third operation in March 1982. The patient died in the next month. Family histories did not show any evidence of von Recklinghausen's disease, and neither did the patient have any clinical stigmata of this disease.